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The free expression of opinion through the press has been always regarded by those who are not led away by interest or power as useful to society. But Bonaparte held the liberty of the press in the greatest horror; and so violent was his passion when anything was urged in its favor that he seemed to labor under a nervous attack. Great man as he was, he was sorely afraid of little paragraphs.1
1 Joseph Bonaparte fairly enough remarks on this that such writings had done, great harm in those extraordinary times (Erreitrs, tome i. p. 259). Metternicli, writing in 1827 with distrust of the proceedings of Louis XVIII., quotes, with approval, Napoleon's sentiments on this point. "Napoleon, who could not have been wanting in the feeling of power, said to me, * You see me master of France ; well, I would not undertake to govern her for
p. 391).t of Police was from the Moniteur. I obtained by mild measures, by persuasion, and reasoning ^vJhLat I could never have got by violence. I am not divulging any secrets of office, but I believe I am rendering a service "to the public in pointing out what I have often observed "wlxile an unwilling confidant in the shameful manoeuvres of tliat political institution.
